


A pioneer of body art and feminism in Brazil during the
1970s, Sarfaty showcases photographs and paintings in
which she employs her own body as a territory for
experimentation, transforming it into a powerful tool to
confront women’s current status in society.

Enlace, a 1978 performance in which the artist undergoes
a symbolic game with a heavy nautical rope. Recently
reedited, this is the first time the piece is presented as a
photograph: Enlace XIII (1978-2020) comprises a series of
images that suggest sexual tension, but also oppression
and violence. In the unfolding narrative, Gretta
manipulates and is manipulated. 

As the rope entanglement describes meandering paths
around the artist, her naked body gradually bends, reacts,
falls, suffocates and ultimately gives in.

In Enlace (1978 / 2020), is a multimedia slide installation,
Sarfaty emerges in the center of the film covered on a
rope looking at the viewer. The artist exhibits an
expression of sensuality, satire and fetish. Meanwhile in
the background you can hear an annoying sound
replicating the movement of a rope in an accelerated
motion. Gretta is fighting to untie the knot, when
questioning what kind of freedom is and what to do with
it. The artist invites us to take part in this reflection.

Gretta Sarfaty - Enlace, VII (1978/2021) - Mineral pigment print on cotton paper - Unique + 1AP 7 Prints Installation - 60x40cm each
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Gretta Sarfaty - Enlace, III (1978/2021) - Mineral pigment print on cotton paper - Unique + 1AP 4 Prints Installation - 60x40cm each

https://www.centralgaleria.com/artistas#/grettasarfaty/
http://www.nunocenteno.com/


Gretta Sarfaty was born in Athens, in

1947 and became a Brazilian citizen

in 1954, when her family moved to

São Paulo. In the 1970s, she took

part in Grupo de Vanguarda, in Rio

de Janeiro, alongside names such as

Cildo Meireles, Artur Barrio and

Rubens Gerchman. Still in the 1970s,

she attended Escola PanAmericana

de Arte, in São Paulo, and was

tutored by Ivald Granato and Walter

Lewy. She has also attended Escola

de Arte Documenta, in 1973, and

since then has participated in video

and performance exhibitions in

various countries, including Italy,

France, Belgium and Germany. In the

mid 1980s she moved to New York,

and then to London. In the late

2010s, she returned to São Paulo,

where she currently lives and works.

Throughout these years, Sarfaty’s

work has been shown in many

institutions around the world, such

as: Centre Georges Pompidou

(Paris), Art Institute of Chicago,

Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian

(Lisbon), Instituto Moreira Salles

(São Paulo/Rio de Janeiro), MAM-SP

(São Paulo). Among her most recent

exhibitions, stand-out the solos On

Our Empty Spaces Inside (Central

Galeria, São Paulo, 2019) and

Reconciliations (IAB-SP, São Paulo,

2019), in addition to the group

shows Farsa (Sesc Pompeia, São

Paulo, 2020) and Histórias da dança

(MASP, São Paulo, 2020). Her work

integrates major collections such as

the ones from: MoMA (New York),

Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de

Paris (Paris), MASP (São Paulo), MAC-

USP (São Paulo), among others.

Gretta Sarfaty - Enlace, XI (1978/2021) - Mineral pigment print on cotton paper - Unique + 1AP 12 Prints Installation - 60x40cm each
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